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President of Sri Lanka

MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to extend warm greetings and facilitations on the occasion of
the World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) — 2017 that also marks
the 152" anniversary of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

I find the theme “Big Data for Big Impact” is timely and appropriate and I am glad to
note that the member states have taken steps to raise awareness of the WTISD among the
community on this day.

Big Data are now woven into every sector and function in the global economy. To speed
up our development, we must find ways and means of using Big Data as an important ICT tool in
the fields of public administration, business, education and training, health, employment,
environment, agriculture and science. That would also enhance productivity and creates
significant value for the world economy today.

Our policies are focused in making progress to achieve the sustainable and inclusive
society in Sri Lanka. We expect to prepare a holistic policy framework on the implementation of
the Sustainable Development Agenda 2030. In this regard, adoption of Big Data could be useful
for evidence-based nature if decision-making that can be leveraged at the national, regional and
international level to drive success toward achieving Sustainable Development Goals’.

I extend my congratulations to ITU and to all on this occasion and wish ITU all success
in its future endeavors to drive the development of Telecommunication / ICTs forward in the
best interest of every aspect of life.

Maithripala Sirisena

May 12, 2017
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